


soul power

Ojas | Dave Stringer
Magnetic Melodies

If you have ever heard
musician Dave Stringer
lead a call-and-response
kirtan at a yoga studio
oramusic festival, you'll
know that he often whips his audiences
into a chanting, dancing frenzy with his
gospel- and rock-influenced rhythms and
fierce vocals. His seventh album, Ojas,
captures the soulful, hair-raising essence
of his live kirtans in six long tracks run-
ning for 7 to 18 minutes each.

Produced by yoga teacher Saul David
Raye, the album was recorded live in Los
Angeles with Stringer and a choir of 100
singers backed by an electric rock band.
Guest vocalists such as Suzanne Sterling
and C. C. White add riveting, bluesy har-
monies and improvisational melodies,
while instruments such as Indian tablas

and harmonium cavort with electric bass
and guitar, trumpet, and cajén.

The album follows the structure of a
live kirtan, starting with a few mellow
chants and slowly building momentum
until the last few songs morph into high-
energy, ecstatic chanting at its best. Each
song has a different color: “Kali Durge”
has an Indian flair, while “Gaja Nana”
evolves into Jewish klezmer with a play-
ful clarinet lightening the mood.

Ojas is pure American kirtan. When
you need a dose of Dave Stringer’s man-
tra medicine, pump up the volume and
let yourself sing (and dance) along with
him. SHANNON SEXTON
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